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Sensation Among the Politicians at the

Chief Magistrate's Action. .

THREATENED APPEAL TO THE COURTS.

JIow the Evidence Against the Street Cleaning
Department Was Collected.

GAMBLING DENS DISCOVERED

Can Officials Be Removed Without Indictmentand Trial?

All day yesterday the politicians who frequent the
City Hall were in a blaze of excitement. The anticipatedtameness iff the Investigation into the truth
of the charges mode against Police Commissioners
Smith, Nichols and £rhardt had devoloped into a

series of exciting scenes botwoen Mayor Cooper and
two of the counsel of Genoral Smith.Messrs. Bartlottand Ecclesine. This fact alone would be or

dfhurily sufficient to sot agog the tongues of th«
average politician, but when the state of uncertaintyas to what future developments would tako
place was added to this it cannot bo wondered at
that the City Fathers and everybody interested in
politics should talk excitedly and incessantly of"
nothing but the "trouble" of the municipal guar
uians or uie poacc.

THE DAY'S GItACE.

At the close of yesterday's hearing the Mayor gave
the aocused Commissioners to understand that if
they desired to present any further defence to his
charges they might do so ''within the next twentyfourhours." The time expired yesterdayaafternoou,
at halt-post two o'clock, but His Honor said that he
would receive anything that might be sent to him
by the Commissioners, even though it came "an
hour or so" after the specified time. Mo communicationwas presented up to the time of the closing of
the otfioe.
When Mayor Cooper assumed office in January last

one of his first acts was to begin a thorough and completeexamination of the various departments and
bureaus or the city government. His annual
message to the Common Council did not containany special suggestions as to the management of
the city government. His Honor stating that he
would wait until he had become familiar with the
duties of his office, as wel} as of the workings of the
subordinate departments. About the middle of
January the Mayor, through various letterspublished in the Herald "Complaint
Book," came into # the possession of facts
that led him to believe that inefficiency on
the part of the Commissioners of Police existed
to an alarming degree. This appeared to be more
especially the case in the Street Cleaning Bureau.
For the purpose of obtaining personal knowledge on
the subject of the complaints made by citizens
through the Herald His Honor one day hit upon a

bright idea. Calling some of the clerks and attaches
of his office about him, as he lolled back in his swingingarm chair, he thus addressed them:.

"I have been thinking of trying to get at the bottomof these oharges against the Police Commissioners,but 1 am of opinion that tho best way to do so is
to make a personal examination." t
"But," ventured an auditor, "you will be known.'

The countenance of the Mayor jriU be recognized
and yon may get into trouble."
"That's so," mused His Honor; "but then," he

suddenly cried, "a black slouch hat and some other
disguises will go a long way to conceal me from
low."
Mo objeotion could be taken to this remsrk. The
rg uiucui ww a uiikuu, auu » waa uiuu >uu uiei'e

arraugod that His Honor should examine into the
condition of certain thoroughfares in thin city.
Among the streets visited were Murray, Greenwich,
Washington, Liberty, Albany, Morris, William,
Water, Maiden lane, Itoosevelt, Cherry, James, Oak,
Chatham, Uaxtor, Hester, Mulberry, Ninth avenue,
"Jwenty-scventh street and Grand street. These
places, with the exception of some portions of Grand
street. Maiden lano and Liberty street, were found in
the Althiust condition.
On the 11th of March Mr. Morris K. Josup sent a

communication to Mayor Cooper in which he drew
attention to the unclean condition of several down*
town streets, and said that he thonght some action
should be taken in the matter. The Mayor requested
the attendance of Mr. Jesup on the afternoon of
March 12, and tho two gentlemen, in company with
Messrs. Honry G. Poliow and William K. Lodge, Jr.,
drove around in a coach and made a personal inspecHonA lucrcro maun of niAmorftmk win tolron nn thla

as on every previous trip, which wm subsequently
collated in tho form of a report. It was signed bythe four examiners and was left In Mr. Cooper's posoam1iuno

uoisjcm.
In making wliat inay be called the street cleaning

examinations Mayor Cooper did not at all times wear
his slouched hat or the pair of gold eyeglasses.tholatter providod in order to render his disguise more
perfect. The hat and glasses wore not brought into
frequent requisition until His Honor mode the
discovery that thorn were gambling house* in
this city. It is also darkly lilutod that the
heavy black cloak was often used in the midnightexcursions Into the precincts where faro
and other skin games reign supremo. The Mayor
was often accompanied by friends, and the party, in
various ways, it £ssaid, not only obtained facts about
the exialence of gambling places, but also came into
posaoaalon of the "ways by which the proprietors
or "runners" managed to escape being "troubled"

Kthe pollen. In reference to all these matters tho
iyor, anticipating a demand on th« part of the

Police Commissioners for specific charges, had determinedto examine each of tho accused officials on
tho accumulation of facts that he had gathered.

XHKT WOCIJIS'T HAVH IT.
llut the Commissioners apparently did not like thia

(node of procedure, and by adview of counsel declined
to answer all questions relating to specific charges of
Inefficiency or neglect to perform their duty. Ills
Honor has had prepared complete tabular statementsof the dolugs of the Police Board for many
years past; tho proceedings at each meeting of the
Commlsaioners. as well us what has been done at
the sessions ot the Health Hoard, of which the presidentof the Police Department is ox officio a member.
The number of arrusts and couvlotions was made a
special restu re of the compilation. It was found
that the arrests had steadily decreased in number,hut no tact or statement could be found to uphold
tho opinion that crime bad correspondingly deffumtl

. onniXAMlX* violatkh.
It was also found that arrests for the violation of

health ordinances had almost ceased. Only rarely
waa an attsuipt made to put a stop to breat hes of the
Isw s governing the protection of the public health.
Those stutiKtlcs wore carefully put aside by Mr.
Cooper anil were ready to confront the Police CommissionersIf they had answorrd the questions which
llis Honor had asked.
Various upluloua as to tho course adopted by- tho

Mayor in refusing to hear the counsel of the accused
Commissioners were expressed yesterday. A prominentlawyer who visited the executive headquartersduring the day said that he thought it m as time
"that ilia fsls notion that an official, 1>< fore being
removed, should ba iudirtnl by the iiratnl Jury, tried
an<l convicted by a petit Jury and sentenced by a
Judge to Htate Prison," ahould bo doue away w illi.
Tho Mayor and the Governor wet* rested with abaolutopower to dauapitalo the preaont nivnibers of tho
I'ollev Hoard.
Mayor Cuopor'a visitors yesterday included manycandidates tor the prospective vacancies In tho

police Jioard. Among those who called ware Mr.
Xlutchur M. Adams, Nelson J. Waterbury, Samuel 1).
ttabi o« k, Hubert 1). Mooney, Corporation Counsel
Whitney and John H. Haakln. lab' in the eveningMr. Maurice J. l'owora made his appearance, and,
with several othur gentlemen, uujoyud a (pilot conferencewith the Mayor. A report wax in circulation
that Mr. l"owers would carry the papers In the case
pt the Commissioners up to Albany last evening, but
it was suited on good authority tliat this would uot
be done until to-day. a

WHAT Ml. KK1.LT HUSKS.
Comptroller Kelly was visited by a Heua{j> reporterycstenlay lor tho purpose of asking his

iiplnlon us to the proposed removal of tho Commissioner*.Mr. Kolly saul that it aecuiud b» hii>i that
the hearing lied not been of such a character as
IlioUld have bceu allowed the officials. It looked
Very niuclt to him as If there wAs sonio und< rstaiidh»gbel weeu the Mayor and Governor ltobiuaoli.
ibis was uU tie oared to say about the matter,

TUK ioM.VUaMOSK.Us' LINK OF UKIKNCN.
In tho present emergency the Police Commissionersare emulating the rdi* of Mark Tapioy, and are

sontiiig ,,ut strong under their itilHcultics. They
«uis engaged yesterday in consultation with their

i

NEW YC
legal advisers, preparing for the Impending official
contest. Commissioner Erhardt spout the forenoon
in his office olosetod with John L Davenport, Xuey
were together for several hours, mapping out the
plan of the campaign. Ah the principal count In
the indictment is that which has rvfunilcc to the
alleged frdluro to comply with the law in keeping
the streets clean, the following tabulated statement
hue been prepared to refute this sweeping allegation:.

kxruxsK* op iux uuitkau op stbukt olkami>u.
\o. ofLowIt

Miles of of Ashes ami
Approprie Mrpendi- Slnels liultlnJt Heation. lure. Chatted. vtooed.

1873 $1,000,000 $1,046,810 ..

1874.... 803.400 070,000 12,312 810,076
1873.... 850,000 801.405 0,447 1,854.431
1870 723,000 720,272 11,288 1,276.605
1877.... 732.000 721.828 7.082 1,017,043
1878 7IX),000 638,072 17,701 1,131,800
. ( 050,000| 40,000
Note..The Item of 940,000 was appropriated for

clearing the streets of snow.
Irom the above schodulu it appears that the cost

per load for removing tho city refuse was as follows:.
1874 91 00 1S77 70
1876.. 73 137800
1876 70 .

The yearly report, duted March 17, lb79, as submittedby Georgu B. Got, bookkeeper in the treasurer'soffice, gives the following figures:.
M*,.s>nI..Va» xmLlnvh. tfl lVt'i 31
Tugs. repairs aud supplies G.uiw 15
Hired scows 2T,H5S 6'J
Scows, repairs And supplies; 3,111 03
Unloading scows 3f>,iili> 71
Towing (extra) 11,003 7.r>
Towing, furnishing and unloading scows.. 3,135 00
1'aid for hired scows and tugs uiuco statementwas made... 300 00

Total $93.03K 70
The totul number of loads of nshes, street dirt,

garbage, ice and suow removed for tho year lb7H is
estimated at 1.131,800.

WHAT MAYOB COOPWi SAYS.
The Mayor was asked whether he had road the

editorial in yesterday's Heiiald us to tho rights of
the Police Commissioners to bo represented by
counsel, and replied:.

"I rend the article, aud with all due respoot to the
IIerai.l> 1 do hot think they have the right to answer

through counsel. The constitutional provision
about aocueed persons being represented by counsel
in criminal trails does nut. in my judgment, apply
to the proceeding in question, which is not a trial, as

is^showu by the opinion of the Corporation Counsel
published to-day. The law simply provides that certainofficers may be removed for cause alter uu

opportunity to be heard, aud that the Mayor, if they
so request, shall state ill writing the reasons for his
action."
This was*all the Mayor was willing to say on tho

subject. «
The disdainful silence on tho part of the Commissionersaud their counsel gave rise to all sorts of

rumors. Some stories were to the effect that Messrs.
Vaudcrpocl, iiurtlctt, ltoot and others would contest
the legality ot tho Mayor's action in the courts, and
apply tor a writ or prohibition to prevent him rouiovlugthe Commissioners. Some wug even started
the riuieulous report that Mr. llartlvtt felt hlmselt
so deeply aggrieved by the Mayor'* attempt to have
him forcibly and ignomtuiously ejected from
his oilice that he would take stops to
huvo His Honor impeached. The legal gentlementhemselves were naturally unwilling to say
what exactly they intended to do; for, us Mr. Burtlett
expressed it, it would be "inexpedient".cither in
warfare or litigation.to advise the adversary of
every move to bo made against him. Mr. llartlett,
who is counsel for General 81111th, said that he believedit was undoubtedly the duty ot the Mayor to
hear counsel. As to auy further answer all which
could possibly be made to charges so vague and indefinitehad already been given.

. Mil. Ki-IHU Boor's VIKWS.
Mr. RooL counsel for Mr. Hrhardt, said that wbile

be did not uesiro to criticise the action of the Mayor,
he thought that His Honor had acted unfairly to the
Commissioners. It was undoubtedly the meaning of
the law which said thai the Commissioners should
be heard that they should be heard personally as
well as by counsel, although it was uot expressed iu
so nntuy words. Substantially this very question
had already been decided by the Court of Appeals in
the cases of militia court martial trials, in which
oi&cers had refused to allow the militiamen counsel
on tho ground that the^e were not rogular judicial
trials. The Court of Appeals held in those cases
that the men were partially deprived of their dcfouceby the refusal to hear their connscl. It
was possible that the law did not mean to allow
counsel In such ckm, although he (Mr. Rooty was
inclined to the opinion that it did; but whether it
did or hot the Mayor should have given the accused
Commissioners the fullest opportunity for their defence.Everybody knew that no man could defend
himself us well as his counsel could, and the tenure
of an ofhee Like the Police Cwnimissionership should
not be dependent on the tact whether the incumbent
was a good tulkor or not.

VIKWS OF MB. NICHOLS* COUNSEL.
Mr. Vauucrpocl, Commissioner Nichols' counsel,

Wo* engaged in court all iluy yesterday, out inn a> noelate,Mr. Bookstavor, said that no further answer
hod been made to tile Mayor, because practically no
charges had been made. They could only answer
charges of definite acts of commission or omission,
but no such charges had boeu preferred. Mr. Bookataverthought that the Mayor's action in refusing to
hear the Commissioners through their counsel would
afford quite a sufficient basis for a writ of prohibition
to prevent the Mayor from carrying out his threat of
removal. No such step, however, would probably be
taken, as the Governor would undoubtedly grunt the
Commissioners full opportunity to be heard through
their counsel ami would not sanction a removal on
such vague and indefinite charges.

can MR. KUIUBOT HK HK.MOVED?
Among lawyers and others who profess to be

familiar with the subject them is a diversity of
opinion respecting the power of Mayor Cooper to
remove either Mr. Brliardt or Mr. Wheelor, both
whose terms of office havo expired, and who are now
holding over under tlio terms of the charter until
their suocusiKirs shall be appointed. By some personsit is contended that Mayor Cooper has the
power to not only rcmovo Mr. Wheeler on tlio ground
that ho is filling an unexpired term, bnt also that it
is not necessary that his successor should be confirmedby the Board of Aldermen. Those who sot up
this claim base it on section ;i of the Laws of 1814,
chapter 300, widen is amendatory of chapter 036 of
the Laws of 1373. The section retoired to unA as
follows:.

Snetto.v 3. The Mayor of eaid city shall horosfter appoint.without eolith-motion of the Hoard of Aldei incii. a
person or poraons to fill any vacancy or vacauclea »hich
now exist or may hereafter occur from death, redpiiutiou
or catuoj other tliau the expiration of the full term In any

to will,'!, I,v tlo. lirovUioli. of ....'lion "f, of . l.uo-
tor Xfc~> of tliu I.hwk of 1873, lio Id enipowerisl to appoint hjr
and with the coueoul of the Hoard of Aliioriuon. ,

"That section," paid Mr. ltulus F. Andrews, to
whose attention It was called by the Iih.itaia> reporter,"was drawn by George bliss wliou he was connsclto the Police Hoard, to meet lust such peculiar
oaaes. It is tuy oplniou that if iloyor Cooper reuiovea
Air. Erhardt the latter will go before the Governor
and nullify the Mayor's action. The Mayor's proper
court.] Is to appoint the successors of Messrs. Wheeler
and hrhardt, and not remove the latter."
Corporation Counsel Whitney was absent when

the leporter called, but oiu' of his ussistauts pave
his Individual opinion an a lawyer on tlio subject.while not wishing to have it quoted
as an oillcial declaration. "Air. Krhurdt, said
he, "can bo removed, in my opinion, the
ammo as any other Commissioner appointed under
Ut« charter. His suooesaor must bo nominated to
and confirmed by the board of Aldcruien. The ehsr-'
tor provides that all heads of departments must bo
appointed to and ooufirmed by tne Board of Aldermen,except in cases where vacancies exist and tho
appointment is to fill such vacancy. The section
you quote cannot be made to apply to Mr. Erhardt's
case. Tills provision is intended to cover cases
where there is an unexpired term to till. Mr. Kr-
hardt is simply holding over, his fi rm having ox-
pimd. until tits successor shall bo appointed. Who-
ever that successor may be will bo appointed for six
yours from tho date ot bis coullrmatiou by the board
of Alderiuou. "

]
david llt llLKV I1KLII H opinion. 1

Precisely a similar issue was developed in the trial
of Mcsi.ru. Wheeler, Krhardt aud Nichols before
Max or l.ly. in December. UR7. David Dudley field,
who appcored for Mr. Krhardt at that tiiue, addrcssitiKthe Mayor, said :.

There sro three Commissioners who arc charged
With dereliction of duty aud whom it is sought to
remove. * « Mr. Krhardt, a* yon know, is not
now holding a term of oiBcc. lie is merely holding
over. Ills term of ofliee has expired. You huvo
power to All it at any moment; but you can only till
it with the consent of the lloard of Aldermen. Now
It cannot bo possible that by any contrivanceyou can deprive the Aldermen of tho

Ilower of saying who shall be his successor. You
lave but to svtiil In a name and get thpir approval,
and Mr. llrhardt's power ceases ou the instant, lu

fiotnt of fact, he is not a Commissioner of 1'olice In
he proper sense of the word at this time: he is a
person wlio has been Commissioner, aud who hokda
over, as it is commonly expressed, lu other words,
he uxcrcistts, aU iuhrim, the functions of tho otflce
jiTtuiuuK }unr moveiuenin 10 pu» in a »««'
ccMor, with tha approbation of that depart-
luuut of tlio city government to which in given
the right to agree or disagree with you
In tha eduction of ik successor. Now, fir, that wo *

uay not be misunderstood, wo bog to aay that wo
deny in toto your light to iuturforu with Mr.
Krbardt in any way wliutever, except by doing what '

you might have dour long ago -uwmiiiulc a auocaenor Jto Urn liner.I of Aldermen, whoso prerogative it i» to 1

nay whether the oilio* shall lie tiiua lllled. Atnl if
you could by any means escape that check upon 1

your power by this removal, aa It ia called, for cause,
you would be enableJ to detest an important provisionof the eity charter.

OkNI HAL SMITH OH TUB VVAH PATH. |l'oliee Ceiuinisalolier Smith waa called upon at his
residence in Forty-first street last evening by tho
reporter, lio was found scaled iu liis library smoking,au l appeared to Isj taking tho turn of Mtfalrs iu
tiie iuent phiioaonhiciU manlier Imaginable, 'llio
General waa united if he hail anything which ho desiredto nay to the puh.lc. IteH'ictihg a moment and
then speaking unite duliheratoly, aa is bla eiiatuiu, he <
replied;. I1 have nothing which I oarc to auy which would
Interest the public. My case wan dosed yesterday,
\Vlieu au accused person hun lolt the riKiui of tliu ac- I
cuser, and tiio Mayor then sayn his case in closed, I j
suppose that on.In the matter."
"T ie Mayor evidently wished to avoid going into a 1

legal tilt." ruinurkad the repoitcr. n
Cooper," naul the Commissi, myr, "made the mls» jtake of thinking we were about to follow in the same

atcpa taken by David Dudley liheld ami Judge fuller- "

ton in the hearing hud before Mayor Kty iu M77. 1

t
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So far as I am concerned the performance would not
nave lasted five minutes."
"Did your answer cover all the ground of his allegationst"
"My answer covered every one of hi* allegations.

As 1 had left the room and the Mayor refused to
hear my counsel, why of course that closed the case
so far us 1 was concerned. I did not propose to otlur
souie testimony a^aiust none at all ou the other
side. In other words, I did not think it incumbent
on uie to otter testimony to prove what lawyers call
a negative."
"What is Mr. Krhardt's status T'
"The Msyor cannot remove him. Should the

Oovcruor approve of such removal £rhardt would
remain a Commissioner until his successor is con-
iirmeJ. l'Uo ouly way for thu Mayor to get Mr.
Krliardt out would bo to appoint his Ruecesaor."

"In tlieru a political aspect to the matter, so far as

you are concerned 1"
"Well, I am not of much use to the politicians.

Anti-Tarn in any could not use lite, nor could TammanyHall, lor that matter. I don't think my place
ia of Rutlicieiit importance to Mr. Tildeu for him to
turn mo out with mud on me against.(and he
paused and added very deliberately).what lie will
encounter politically in the future by tho operation.
I have heard a rumor that James Daly and John Vox
have been selected to go into the Jioard. Tilden ia a
sharp man, and probably kuows what he is about."
"What huvo you to say about Captain Williauu or

about the street-cleaning qnation?"."What 1 could say about Captain Williams had betterbo lelt unsaid until his trial, if we are to be left
there to try him. About street cleaning I am willing
to make a statement, and, you can depend upon it.
fur will be made to ny' in certain quarters
after the disclosure. Tho atroet cleaning businesslias alwayrf- been the point of attack
on tho part of every Mayor whenever ho wished to
got at any one in the Police Hoard. Mayor Cooper's
interpretation tho section of the charter respectingstreet cleaning la very dilTorout from that of good
lawyers who have examined thu subject. During
my life I have had a good deal to do with admistrativoservice, and some subjects I have made u study
of. One or these wus this matter. Alter careful
observation and inquiry 1 came to tho conclusion
that the only way the work could be done efficiently
and economically was by contract. Tho only conditionsin the case would bo to have tho provisions of
the contract sufficiently stringent and thu superviuia it linnnut T mfidn nit effort tn «?«* t>ia wapIt iIada
for 1879 by contract.

T1IK MAVOil KKMTONSIHLk l'OH THE DIttTY SXJlKETS.
"A resolution to that offset was offered in the Board,

and it was laid over at the ruquost-of a Commissioner.Iam not sure which one it was, but it is my
impression that the objector was Mr. Wheeler. I
hail au interview with Mayor Cooper on the
subject as lout,' ago as the lllh of Jauuary
last. I told him my convictions respecting
the matter, and said that I proposed to take the resolutionproviding to have the work done by contract
from the table anil press it to a vote. Nichols, the
ttcncral remarked, parenthetically, had promised to
vote with me for it; but this fu:t 1 did not thou state
to the Mayor. Mr. Cooper replied that while he had
no right to interfere ho Wv>uld suggest that and
postpone the matter in order to give him
time to examine iuto the subject. He wished, he
said, to inform himself as to what would be the best
plan for doing the work. 1 told him that I would
uot promise to do that, because if the work were to
he done by contract it was essential that the contract
should be let as speedily as possible. Besides, I said
that I was anxious to placo myself on record as being
in favor of the only system under which', In my
opinion. New York city can ever bo kept decently
cleun.

cokspibtng witii mh. whkklkh.
"Mayor Cooper sent.for Mr. Wheeler u day or two

afterward and suggested to him not to vote for the
resolution when it should come up, saying to him,
as he had to me, that he wanted sufficient time in
which to examine into the subject. That actionon the part of Mr. Cooper having been
enough to prevent the pannage of the resolution,it now lies on the table of the
Board of Police In the sumo condition us when I first
spoke to Mr. Cooper on the subject. Prom that time
to this I have never heard that Mayor Cooper had
examined into the subject, or had satisfied himself as
to the best method of clearing tho streets of the
city. Had it not been for giving evidence as
against a nsked assertion yesterday in the Mayor's
office, I should have stated when Mr. Coopor asked
me what I had to say as against tho second allegation,that iu my opinion the Muyor, and tho Mayor
alone, was entirely responsible for tho present conditionof tho streets of the city."
The reporter also called lust evening at the ltockiughain,at Fifty-sixth street and Broadway, where

Commissioner Erhardt resides. In answe'r to an
inquiry as to whether he had anything ho desired to
make public Mr. Erliurdt replied he hail nothing
whatever to say.

WHAT ABE AN OFFICE-HOLDEB'S BIGHTS?
To the Editor op the Herald:.
In relation to the removal of heads of departments

in the city government the charter provides that
they "may be removed by the Mayor for cause and
after opportunity to be beard, subject, however,
before such removal shall take effect, to tho approval
ot the Governor expressed In writing."
In relation to the romovol of heads of bureaus and

rogular clerks the charter provides that they may be
removed by tbo heads of their respective departments."but no regular clerk or head of a bureau
shall be removed until be has been informed of the
cause of the proposed removal and has been allowed
an opportunity of making an explanation."
In relation to tho removal of offlcors and members

of the uniformed force of the Firo Department, the
charter provides that they "shall be removable only
after written charges shall have been preferred
against them and after the charges have been publiclyexamined into upon such reasonable notice to
tbc person charged, and in such manner of examinationas tho rules and regulations of the Board of
Commissioners may decide."

removals most fin for cacse.
A number of firemen were dismissed the departmenton the charge of ''conduct prejudicial to goodorder" In having sold their pay in advance. The

case of George McLaughlin, toromau of a hook and
ladder company, was selected as a teat, and
action was brought in the huprcme Court
to compel his roatoration. Judgment was given
in favor of McLaughlin by Judge Donoliuc. An ap-
peal was taken to tbo General Term, which confirmed
the judgment, Judgo Brady, who delivered tho
opinion, holding as follows:."We do not think tho
power of removal depends wholly upon the mere ills-
crction of tho respondents (the Board of Fire Cotn-
missiuuern), but must rest upon a violation of or-
dors, rules or regulations prescribed, which do not
appear to have boon adopted; and further, that if they
existed, the dismissal of the relator was erroneous.
hccuuso the charge an specified wan not prevent. The
Judgment ot the respondent* in determining the relatorguilty 01 tli« charge against him and dismissinghim from the department was therefore erroneous
and must bo reversed."
Thin case was appealed to the Court of Appeals, but

the appeal was subsequently withdrawn by the Cor-
poratiou Connsel, and McLaughlin wan restored to
the department. Judge Brady a decision covers the
points ihs\ a removal under the chatter provision
relating to uniformed llreuien must be for cause,
and that the courtH have the power to examine into
the auiheieuoy both ot the cause and of the proof.

K1I1HT or IMTKilVKNTIoN llY THK OOCBTS.
In The People va. Board of Police, UO Now York,

report oUti, w Iticn was to compel the roinstatcinout
of a police oillcor who hail been removed for allegedinsulttcieut cause, .tndgo Woodruff, in announcing
the alliriuation of the Judgment in iavor of the dismissedoffleer, says:."I conclude, therefore, in the
L-ase before us tbat the Supreme Court bad power
and that on appeal this Court has power to cxutnlue
the case upon the whole of the evidence
to see whether, as a matter of law, there was suy
proof which could warrant u conviction of the rela-
tor of the chat-go of neglect of duty by abseuco from
duty as a patrol.nan of th« Ninth precinct." lie had
previously saidt.'"Let it lie once established that
where au olUcer or board of officer* have Jurisdiction
jt the subject or of the persons to be affected, and
proceed in its exercise according to the prescribed
mode or forms, their determination is flmu and 1«

jowlthe reach of any review, whatever errors in law
ihoy may commit and however clear it may be uponundisputed fsets tliut their Judgment, decision or or-
ler is not win runted, and there is danger that much
njustlee and wrong may happen withbnt possibilityit redress."
John LI. Munday, a "regular clerk" iu a city do- ,part meat, was removed on the ground that some oho

dsq could discharge the duties with more advantageto the public interests, lie was reinstated by the <
Jourt. The Supreme Court, lu its decision, quoted
the above rcinaiks trom Judge Woodruff, and addid,
'this ease Illustrates the daugor predicated, becauso
f the rule coutcudcil tor prevailed".(t. «., the power i
>1 removal for auv cause satisiactory to the heads of ,he department, the removing power)."a mere
-aprice would bo sufficient reason tor removal, when
ho Legislature clearly contemplated some substan- 1
:ial cause for snob an set by the commissioners.

n wimit* me It-nun HI WU1CU WO
lave arrived by a cntiMderntion of what in meant by (

eaaiau' and tint illu*tiatioii* which the liooka afford, !
nit it ix not uoccaaary. If the power to review exintn
hen the duty to overthrow the Judgment at the re-
ipouileutH ia to.< plain (or <pu ntiou. The power doe* '
ixlat, atnfthe duty MUggi-ated followa. Ordered ae-
ordinal)." J
The Court of Appeal* confirmed the above d«ci*ion.
The*e dc< UIouh nettle the point that a removal for
uune mean* tor a «ood and *niTieient eauae, and that jhe ean*e uaaigiicd muxt be auataluod by proof. Are
hey ineon*latent with the theory that the ofliror* to
hi ii moved lire entitled to a roaaouablo latitude of
lefoliee and explanation'/ LEUAL.

THE COUNLY CLE11K8H1F.
iESOLftlONH OF SYMPATHY, ItKCtUET AND DK-

Nl'KtTATION ADOPTED DY THIS TAMMANY MEN
OF T1IK FIFTH ASSEMBLY DiVTKICT.THE lit-
ply of mis. (irMnurtoH. ,

A well attended niaetiiifl of the Tammany Oetlbral
lominittce of tlie Fifth A*aetnhly dlatriot wa* held
net evein UK at No. '24'J NpriuK at root, Mr. llarri*
Vluee, Jr., iM'cupj iiiK iho chair. Mr. Jlenry A. (ium-
ileton, Into County Clork, wan warmly applauded aa

le aroae to rentl a very carefully prepared ht*toricul pa-
>or entitled "Richmond Hill and Aaron Burr." ltwaa
ekoteh of notable event* aUd hiilldHiK* in tliut por-
Ion of the clfy betwc n MncdouK'al, Spriiiif, Hudson
md Fourth streote, formerly known aa Ktehmotid
lill Farm. Alt jr tho reading of thu paper a vote of

ilARGH 21, 1879..TRIPLE
thanks was moved by Alderman Bennett. Counsellor
Edwin M. Fox then said that lie had tound on conversingwith many of the oh! democrats of the districtthat it was their desire to express their sympathywith Mr. Uumblciou in view of the events which
had recently startled the community. He therefore
ottered the following resolutions:.
Whereas Governor Robinson lias seen fit. upon a charge

prompted and lustigatud by political enemies to the regulardemocratic party of this cntuty. to Minove from the
office of County Olerk. Hon llenry A Guiuhlotoii, who
was elected to that position by a majority of 47.UHU votes,
ami whereas the ch arye* on which the said removal was
based wore substantially that duriutr his aduiitllatrationof nearly throe years be had overcharged fees
amounting to the sum* of if! ho on an official
business covering thousands of dollars monthly; and
wnereas, in answer to the said charges .Mr. Gnnihletun
showed with convincing clearness not only Jhut they were
false hut that tiie poisons making them were acting in had
faith mid with a nro.ittermination to get nosecssiou of the
office tor political purpose*: therefore be it
Kosolvod. That we, the democratic electors of the Fifth

Assembly district in mooting assembled, recognize in the
said removal a political trick to override the will ot the
majority of electors of the city of Now York.

ltuaolvud, ihat wu deprecate and coiiduinu the action nf
Governor Ho'iinson us unworthy of hi* high elHce ill allowinghimself to he made a party to the scheme.

Hoaolvuil, That tliu hi^li iianuoii iiiaiutor in which tlie
hurcoannr of Ml. liiimbloton ohtaiuud uoaaeaaioii of tho
uitice.namely, by breaking into the huildiutr iu tho doud
of nifriit with a a'nuK of follower*.wita un insult to law and
order, slid should receive thj proni|it condemnation not
only of thetiraud Jury, but of htw ubi<liii£ eilUeiis goiiorally.irrespective of party.
Resolved. That w« publicly boar testimony to the oitirens

of Now York, roeurdloes of party, that dating hia adiuiniatratloiiof tho oltiea of County Clork Mr. tiiiinbiutoii was an
honest, olbcicnt and faithful otiicur and tluit hia reuioral
wm without u shadow of justice.
Mr. Fox, iu support of the resolutions, said that

ho was ail tho more rejoiced to speak siuco ho had
been at political variance with Mr. Tiuiublotou.

MB. GUMUUfcXON'H SfKUUH.
Mr. Mitchijll, Mr. Nelson W. Young. Dr. P. W.

Darling and others made speeches to tho resolutions,
which were unanimously adopted.
Mr. Ouwbletou then said;."lloforo tho meeting

adjourns 1 would like to return my hearty thanks
for the kindness of my reooption here to-night. As
you know, this is a regular mooting of
tho committee, and I was requested to address
you at a time wheu no such proceedings
as those which have boon taken were in
contemplation, and I had prepared a papor on somethingwhich I thought was of locul interest. As to
tho subject Which lias boon i'reely discussed, X desire
to return my siueere and heartfelt thanks to each
member of the committee for the action you have
taken. I appreciate it the more because there
have been expressions of sympathy from a
number of those who in times past have
thought ' it was their duty, as it was their
right, to oppose me iu political matters. Aud your
action is tho more gratifying as it comes at a time
when circumstances seem to cloud thcreputatiou of
a man who has always attempted from the very
bottom of his lieurt to do his duty. You have douo
this wheu adversity seems to come upon me,
though it is not, as has beeu very justly suid,
a kiud of adversity which would blight tho
career of an ofliciul who, whatoyer his faults
may be, never intentionally violated the law. I have
nothing to say iu coudumnatiou of the Governor, exceptingthat this case does not seem to have been
viewed witli the stern judicial independence that it
deserved. It can only be considered as a blow
at popular suffrage ami an attempt to
override the popular will. I have nothing
to say against the character of Mr. Thompson, but I
do say that he has been appointed to an ofkee to
which I was elected by the popular vote and
to which I was justly entitled, and I llold
that this is evidence that tho case, as I said,
was not considered with stern judicial independence.It is pleasant to be well thought of, especially
now, and 1 slum always try, as 1 nave in tne past, to
laaiutaln my title to tlio consideration you have
shown."

MR. THOMPSON UNDISTURBED.

County Clerk Thompson was not arrested up to
eleven o'clock last night, and he appeared to be not
at all solicitous on that point. He was at the ManhattanClub up to eleven o'clock and enjoyed a good
dinner with several friends, onu of whom was Sheriff
iteilly.

PENNSYLVANIA PROTECTION.
t

PROTECTIONISTS PROTESTING IN VIGOROUS LANGUAGE.LEON CHOUTEAU ROUNDLY ABUSED.

Philadelphia, March UO, 1ST9.
The Industrial League is au association of Penusyl-

vaniamanufacturers, founded upon rigid principles
of protection, and whose mission is vigilantly to
watch and earnestly, to resist all attempts to remove
or lessen the tax upon imported goods. The representativecouncil of tho league has just issued, for
tho bcnctit of its constituents, a review of the situationregarding the commercial laws of tho country.
After eulogizing our tariff system, and condemning
Mr. Wood's attempt to overthrow the tariff laws in
uumeusured terms, tho address eonsidors the questionof special commercial treaties, tho negotiationof which is pronounced to be thB most men-

acing and insidious danger to the industries of this
country. After showing how such conventions are
always considered and matured in secret by the State
Department, and by the Senate with closed doers
in executive session, it is claimed that the direct Itopreseutativesof the people have uo disendinn but
to meekly ratify tho acts of their superiors. "It
avails nothing," the address says, "aveu though
one of the most important privileges of the Uouso
of Heprescntatives.that of originating all measures
relating to the revenue.is quite uulliited by tho assumptionthat rates of import duty may thus be established,which have not only not originated in,
but perhaps are disapproved by, the House."
The address suys:.
The intelligence and patriotism of the l'residont of the

I'm ted States end of his distinguished Secretary of State
are conceded, but is it not tee lunch to expect that, oxposedas they may bo to the urgent representations uf intorcstedforoigtieis supported by infatuated domestic intriguers.they should, in the absence of any expression
against commercial treaties, resist all sticu unwholesome
liitloence*? The xrotesque little truaty w ith Hawaii, w hich
bestow* in thu must uncalled fur manner a princely
revenue as a gratuity to a few sugar refiners in San I'ihu
Cisco, is a reeent demonstration that Inhciont absurdity
cannot bo relied upon to defeat anch projects, while the
succuss of that raid Is u challenge to other enterprising
minds, who, now that tho example is sot, may liopu tu
achieve like vicl >rias.
At thin moment the strange apactaclo looms above our

horizon ot a voluntary und to!f-app<iiute 1 delegation from .

France coining to this country for the purpose of briuging
about a commercial treaty between France and the In itch
Stutea.a apectacle all the ffloru strange that tioneral
>i«ve% the American Minister to the French govvrumont,
-itii«I Consul general Fturchild cotiiieaceu leil to uttciid a

mtmiiiig in Farta of these voluntary and unauthorised
treaty concoctorn. It may be hoped, hut can. perhapshardly he expected, that these gentlemen will he reminded
by their own governmem of the iricgularity of thotr
conduct iu thus countenancing an effort by notoiiety
seeking American free traders and Fronch prtvato
cltisens to prejudge an important question concerning
treaty engageiueuts which has had uo sign of appiobation
from either government, and which may probably, if ever
brought formally to the attention of Mimhon. Noyes' and
Kairchild'n official superiors, be condemned by them. M.
Leon Chottssu. the French leader in tliis scheme for overthrowingour form of government, has the hacking of some
chocolate makers, wine growers and dealers and silk manufacturersiu liis own country, hut has not thai of any
great mass of his fellow cltlr.ens, nor any authorisation
from laIa own government, yet lis has been and will agalu
he received by our easily tickled hoards of trade and populate.so far a* he comes to their notice, as if he were the
emissary of a real power. It is not, however, safe to pro
*utun that he will make no impression or produce no effect,
for a body, no matter how Insignificant, run when vigorouslyimpelled make its mark upon s much larger body
resting inert.as a tallow candle may bo shut froiu a musket
through a pine board "

POLITICAL NOTES.

." runt and Sargent is tlxis Presidential ticVet of the
MttVttvillu (Col.) Ainmxi and other Pacific slope jourmilsfor tHHO.
According to the Utlcs Observer (dciu.), "The most

icrious obstacle which the democracy has encounteredduriug the past ten year* was timidity."
The ltxlti-lAran believes "l'huruian, as a democraticPresidential candidate, is gaining grouud in

the South and Tilden stock is on tho decline."
It was." says the PttUburg Drtpatch, "a splendid

recognition of tho colored man in politics to nominateMr. Ilaiuuy for Clark of tho House.when ho
auuot be elected."
Speaking of tho election of Speakor UandaU tho

liartford Ttmej (dom.) says:."Tlie result is un exrellcntone. It is in the interest of honest legislation,
unionc or the neat or npcakera it secured.
The Cincinnati Knqmrrr warns Mr. Blaine that if

>10 "has any relations living around in Indiana bo
lad better file bia papers and put in a squatter's claim
in that .State. Colfax baa been skipping around tlio
ttate pretty lively within the past few months."
The Savannah Morning Sewn wooa the greenback>rsin Congress thnat."The best thing by far the

treouback national labor faction ran poaaibly do ia,
without regard to paat political afllliatioua, to caat
Ihoir lot witli the national old lino democracy.the
party of the people, for the people, and which alwaysworks for the greatest good and the greatest
number," «

The Philadelphia SorUt America* thinks 14 la timo
For tin; grceubackera to give up the ghost. It says:.
"Hopelessly beaten almost every whero on the square
Issue last fall, and conspicuously routed in all of tlio
iprlng elections, the greenbaekera seem unable to
comprehend that their reason for being has dopartud,and that the people have repudiated their
extravagant claims."
Tho Providence/Vms takes a hopeful i iow of tlio

*itu»tiou at Washington. In ita opinion, "Congress
is overawed and influenced by pnblic opinion, which
it the pivsont tiuio lusiata upon peace, general good
will and na little new legislation as may bo compatiblewith the public iutcrost. It la idle and vain, for
these reasons, to talk of rebels, or to net as if tho
world \Vere about to collapse. It la ultimately not
Congress which shapes the destinies of this eouniryi
but tho people, the nation, and the attitude of the
latter is substantially correct."

SHEET.
THE CATTLE PLAGUE.

UNSUITABLE ARRANGEMENTS AT BIRKENHEAD.
NECESSITY JOB REFORM.

[BV CABLE TO THE UEl'.ALD.]
London, March 20, 1875.

The Liverpool Courier say*:."Tlie iuirage and
abattoir arrangement* at Birkenhead are altogether
unsuitable and incomplete and the charges exorbitant.The t' ado refuses to use them further than
uectissUy compels." The Courier calls on tho Mersey
Dock Board to remedy this state of things or the
meat trade will be entirely driven away.

AMERICAN CATTLE AND MEAT TRADE.A DEPUTATIONCALLS ON MR. WELSH.
London, March 7,1879.

A delegation of leading Americans engaged in tho
live cattle and dead meat trade between the United
niaies ana ureat uritum wuitoa on .air. woisn, tne
United Stun s Minister st this Court, aud hud an extendedinterview upon the subject ol the cattie aud
meat trade between the two countries. Among the
delegation were:.William Fuller, of Messrs. Martin
& Fuller, of Philadelphia; (J. C. Toftey, of Messrs.
Daniel Tofley A Co., of New York; Charles lieazloy, of
Messrs. Morris Ac Allerton, Chicago: E. Vun Wagner,
of Messrs. Sherman & Oilldtt, New York, and Colonel
ltowland, of London. After an exhaustive interchangeof views it was apparent that the delegation
were strongly of opinion that the action of the
liritish government in the interdiction of live cattle
had uot been damaging to the interests of the United
States; that tor some time past American live
cattle had been shipped to Great Britain
at a loss to the shippers with no present
nor immediate prospect of improvement; that dead
meat is and can be shipped at a reasonable profit,
and that with the grout improvements in refrigeratedtransportation the truuc is capable of any extensionrequisite to meet the demands of consumers
here. It was stated that the prejudice heretofore'existingagainst American meat hud been completely
broken down, a greathuany consumers now preferringAmerican meat after refrigeration to English
fresh killed, and from which the HUiiaal heat
had not been exhausted. It was admitted that the
steamship compauics would not bo gaiuers by the
loss of the livo cattle trade, as one ship can transport
in dead meat a quantity equal to the capacity of ten
ships for live cattle. The meat trade to be made
profitable can only bo carried on by practical men
possessed of large means, with specialfacilitiesfor doing this business and capable
of withstanding the great fluctuations in
prices which are constantly recurring here.

A 1.TTi. ,1 .. f

Christiania informs mo that by a royal ordinance of
February 25 the Norwegian government' has prohibitedthe importation from all ports in the United
States of live stock (cattle), sheep and goats. Three
hundred head of cattle, the first importation under
the order in Council for slaughter on the quay, arrivedin the Mersey to-Jay (Friday), and 'were brought
to the new slaughter house at Birkenhead. The
same steamer lauded sheep and pigs at Liverpool,
but they were not scht-du id.

MTT.K ItKFOISM IX THE UNITED STATEB.
Mr. Welsh and several other gentlemen will to-day

inspect the Aylesbury Dairy Company, which has for
many years supplied the Loudon public with pure
milk, under sanitary and other regulations. It is
intended to adopt a similar process in New York,
Thiladelphia and Chicago.

AMERICAN BEEVES SLAUGHTERED.THE DISEASEREPORTED TO BE FOUND ALARMINGLY
PREVALENT AMONG THEM.

Toronto, March 20, 1879.
A special cable despatch to the Globe, dated London,March 19, says*'A cargo of cattle exported on

the steamer Braziliun were slaughtorod at Liverpool
yesterday. Thirteen of the number were found sufferingfrom pleuropneumonia of a pronounced contagioustype. Tho animals were purchased mainly
in the Chicago markets.
Another cargo of eattlf exported on the steamor

Ontario wero slaughtered also, and fifteen cases of

plcuro-pueuiuonia found. The lungs were seized
and sent to the Privy Council authoriOfes in London.
Mr. Wetsby watched the slaughtering on behalf of
the shix)owuers. He admits that tho cattle were diseased.These cattle were also purchased in the Chiougomarkets."
Those were the first consignments slaughtered at

the new abattoirs at Birkenhead, erected under the
now regulations compelling American cattle to bo
slaughtered at tho port of debarkation. They were
the first cases of disease detected since January.
There were no Canadian cattle aboard these

steamers.

THE EEPOET DISBELIEVED.

Chicago, March 2U, 1870.
Somo excitement was created here by tho publicationof a special despatch from Toronto of oablo

news, said to have been published in the Globe, of
that city, to the effect that the cattlo exported in tlae
steamer Brazilian had, upon arrival at Liverpool,
boon found to be suffering from pleuro-puenmonia,
and had been slaughtered. It was said, also, that
most of tho shipment was froiu Chicago.

a doubtful stolir.
The truth of the report is doubted, and certainly

as to the assertion that the cattle exported from
Chicago had pleuro-pneumonia, as there has never
been a trace of that disease found within this cattlo
district.

canadian protection,
It is thought that this is a part of the Canadian administrationscheme to destroy tho trade between

(treat Britain and the United States and establish the
protective policy.
The Collector gf Customs at this port docs not

believe that auy diseased cattlo have been exported
from hero.

PBOMPT ACTION OF PENNSYLVANIA,

[us TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
* £a:uumbit]io, March zu, 1879.

The Secretary of the Pennsylvania State Hoard of
Agriculture, having received information that pleuropneumoniahad broken out among cattle in the
vicinity of Philadelphia, a hill wan introduced in the
Senate to-day eiuillar to those recently eu

setcdin Sew York and Sew Jersey authorizingthe Governor to use every possible
ellhrt to proveut the spread of the disease. An it
will require at least si:: days to pass the act under
the constitution of the state, a concurrent resolutionwas adopted in tho Senate to-day authorizing
the Governor to take such preliminary action as
may he necessary to prevent its further spreading.
The Governor lias already -suit several veterinary
surgeons to inquire Into tho alleged existence of the
disease with a view to its suppression.

EFFORTS IS THE CANADIAN PARLIAMENT TO
CHECK THE SPREAD OF DISEASE.PROVISIONS

OF THE SEW CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT.
Ottawa, March is, 1879.

A bill to provide against the introduction or

spreading of infectious or contagious diseases among
Canadian cattle was laid botoru Parliament by the
Minister Of Agriculture yesterday, and is likely to
pass without opposition. The Senate have called
for a copy of all correspondence that hue passed betweenthe Department of Agriculture and the Imperialand United States governments, as well as betweenthe department md Its agents, relative to tho
placing of an embargo upon cattle coming into Can;
uda from tho United States. It is expected that
this return wilt bo printed in s few dayH,
and will turuish u considerable amount of
interesting matter. The n< w Cattle bill provides
that any party, the owner of cattle or a dealer, foiling
to report to the government immediately upou perceivingthe appearance of infectious or oontaglous
diseases among the cattle owned by him <>r under his
care shall ijot bo entitled to any comiwusutiou where
it becomes necessary to slaughter such cattle, and if
it iN proved that he has l'rauiiuleutly concealed tho
existence of the disease among cattle owned by the
.sr.....I..,,. .<* 1,1. ,.nwm I,., .n.ll I...I
t i a tine not exceeding tVWd in addition to confiscating
Ilia rattle.
Tlio Governor General may from tlinu to time, by

order iti Council, prohibit the importation into Canada
of cattle, sheep, horses, swino or other animals;
or of de*h. hidee, hoofs, horus or other
parts of antiualn; or of hay, straw, fodder
or other articles coming from places where
such infection or contagion is known to exist, for
such perioils as may bo deemed necessary to pre-
vent the introduction of such inioctiou among Cana-
d in 11 cattle, ltailway companies will be com polled to
make a provision of water and food for animala
carried upon the railway of the company, the water
and food so provided to be supplied upon request of
tho party in charge of the catuo or ot a government
inspector. Tim Governor General may from time to
time define the limits of ports, of liift-«t*ri places, and
spiMiiut inspectors and other ottteers when decmod
necessary. Any order prohibiting tho importation
of oattlo or animals of any kind into tho
country, or establishing quarantines, or declaring
infected places, or ordering tlis slaughtering of ant-
mala, will be published iu the t'uiuuia (MmHi, An
inspector will he at liberty to enter any stable. Held
or cowshed where ho Ifha reasonable grounds for bo-
Jiovtug that the cattle contained therein have become
affected with infection or contagious diseases, and
any party refusing admission shall bo subjoettoa
tine. Tlio government may at any time deinsnd
proof that animals importer! Into or passing through
Canada shall not at tho time of their clubarkaliou
have been brought from any locality where any infectiousdisease-may at that time txi In existence.
The bill altogether covers about nine pages and entersvery minutely Into detail.

CONDITION or A»'AIUN IN TUU CIXI AND
BHOOKhiN.

General Patrick was engaged yesterday In viaiting
the various railroad aud steamboat offices iu thia

5
city and Brooklyn in reference to the conveying of
cattle to and fro in the two citiee. Professor La«
left Brooklyn on an early train yesterday morninf
for Kye Lake, Westchester county, to investigatea disease prevailing among noma
cuttle in tliut section of the country, the
character of which the owners of the auiinuls were
unable to determine. He had not returned up to a
late hour last night. l>r. McLean, veterinary surgeonof the Brooklyn Hoalth Board, viaited placea
wliere cattle are kept in this city yesterday, moatly
with reference to the removal of the eutile under
permits. l>r. it'll, also of the Brooklyn Health Board,
visited Lust hew York and Williamsburg on a similar
errand, There were no Ottle killed yesterday, and
General i'atrick reports that the disease is diminishing.The great difficulty experienced at present by
General i'atrick uud his assistants is caused by the
owners of cattle uhipping the animals ont of infected
stables, in violation of the quarantine regulations.
The inspecting yards at Last Mew York and at the

foot of Broadway, Williamsburg, are viaitod daily by
the inspectors, and each uuimal la examined before

ilig diseased cattle at Blisaville, remunerating tba
owners tileretor unci quarantining the stable* at that
place amounts thus far to between $1,500 and $1,0U0.
General l'atrlck is of opinion that it would be leas
expense to tho State to purchase the cattle in similarlyinfected stables outright than to quarantine
them.

OIL riiODUCElW AND liEFINEBS.

EFFORTS TO EFFECT CO-OPERATION.A SECRET
CONFERENCE.MOVEMENT FOB THE PURPOSE
OF BA1SINO PRICES AND LIMITING PBODUO

TION.
An important convention of the leading producers

of the Pennsylvania oil regions und tho New York
refiners hue been in session for tho past three days
at tho Fifth Avenue Hotel, discussing plans for tha
formation of a coalition of the refining and producing
interests. Eighteen of the most prominent oil producersof Oil City, Cleveland and Potrolia arrived in
this city on Tuesday and a preliminary conference
was held in the parlors of the Fifth Avenue Hotel on
that evening. It was decided to have dally sessionsuntil all- tho plans that might be presentedshould bo fully discussed and some united
scheiuo of actfon decided upon. The first regular
session begun- at ton o'clock A M., Wednesday,
and continued for about two hours, an adjourned
sitting being held lato in tho afternoon. Among
tho producers present wero William Hasson, John
Fertig. F. W. Mitchell, George H. Van Vleck, John L.
McHinney, L. H. Smith, J. L. Grandin, J. O. Jameson,
F. E. Bodeu, Wesley Chambers, James M. Gaffy, *

Marcus Brnnner, W. J. Yang, L. Hahletnan, D. A.
Stewart, George H. Nesbitt, William 8. McMillan, J.
u. oimiuonus. iteprosomuiiives irom nearly an me

New York refiners and several Weaters oompaniea
were in attendance.

a proposed combination.

Yesterday the session occupied many hoars, nam*
erous suggestions were made and discussed at length,
the debate throughout being animated and well bus*
tained. The proceedings were conducted all through
in the strictest privacy, no person being admitted
except thoso immediately interested and who
had received invitations to attend. It waa
learned that the main object of the conventiont was to perfect an arrangement betweenthe refiners and producers, a hereby
the principal producers should join with all the refinersto advance the price of oil and to suppress
over production. The sentiment of the New York
refiners was that something ought to be done at
once, looking to advancing prices and retiring soma,
portion of tile product, aud it was strongly urged
that measures should be adopted to take care of tha
surplus in order that it might not be thrown upon
the market, "it is a sliame," said one of tha
speakers, "to have the wealth of this country gives
away without auy effort to save it." The majority
of the producers present wore in favor of limiting
.the production to a certain extent, the amount to
depend partly on the rate to which the prices were
advanced; but no united action was determined upon
and a sub-committee was appointed by the producers,
cousistiug of John Fcrtig, J. L. (iraudin, William S.
McMillan, L. H. Smith and three other gentlemen in
reference to working up the details of an arrangementbetween the refiners and producers.

conflicting 1ntkhkst8.
The committee held a consultation with the New

York refiners late yesterday afternoon, when It waa
discovered that there were conflicting interests
among the refiners, which would prevent any decisionbeing arrived at then, aud they determined to
return to tbo West to consult with the great body of
producers at Oil City, and to wait for results alter
the rufinors should have combined. It was to the inforest,ofall concerned that there should be perfect
unanimity of action among each class before any
coalition is accomplished. The convention adjournedlast evening.

transportation charges.
The Executive Committee of the United Pipe Lines

of Oil City have indued a notice to the effect that on
and after Thursday, May 1, 1X79, transportation
charges will be collected in advance on all acceptancesissued or "freshened" by the United Pipe
Lines, also upon all tranter orders depositod for
credit, so that the pipeago upon all oil leaving first
hands must be paid on and utter the above date, insteadof unpaid as heretofore. The committee add
that, iu order to aocommodate the trade, exceptions
to this rule will be made in cases.of contracts for
future delivery of oil with pipeago unpaid, provided
such contracts have been made prior to date of the
notice. The announcement of this decision haa
caused much oxcitczpent in tho oil regions, as it Is a
matter of the greatest importance to every person
connected with the business. It is said that the new
rule will make an apparent difference of twenty
cents per barrel in the value of all oil now above
ground.

A VICTOHY FOR YONKERS.
For anumber of years past the taxpayers of Yonkera

have found fault with the equalization of taxes aa
made by the Hoard of Supervisors of Westchester
county. In 1875 Jacob Head, the Supervisor of
xonxcrs, appcaicu 10 mo maru or »tutc Assessors ror
redress, and a decision was rendered by them to the
effect that an overtax of £'J,'J80 had been levied. In
1877 Mr. Head appealed a second time from
the oppression of the eounty supervisors, who
now determined to defuud their cause. The
.State assessors tried the case at White Plains
and decided that Yonkcrs had been unjustly taxed in
the sum of $<i,iH>W tsJ. A writ of certiorari was obtainedfrom Judge Dykuiau. of the Supreme Court,
compelling the State assessors to inako a certified
return ot their proceedings in the matter at the
Special Term. Judge liykman then decided against the
Stall' assessors. They appealed to the Ik-ucral Term
of the Supremo Court, and Judge Dykinan's decision
was affirmed. Finally the case was carried to the
Court of Apiu-als. The arguments took place on thd
8th of February, 1H7'J. au>l on lost Tuesday a der ision
wan handed down reversing those of the lienor!« and
Special terms of the Supremo Court.

AltMY EQUIPMENTS.
The Board on Army Kijuipweuts met fn the Arm?

Building, corner oi llouston and Greene streets, yesterdayforenoon, at eleven o'clock. General N. A.
MiK 8 presiding and Major Hanger acting as recorder.
The Hoard proceeded at once to diacusa the question
of the adoption of a helmet for the officer* and enlistedmen of infantrv and artillery. Many models
were presented by a number of Arms engaged
in the manufacture of military equipments.Thu merits of each were reviewed
a* well as the subject of thu policy of
giving the helmet to the artillery and Inrantry as It
is already in use in the cavalry. The llnal decision
of the Hoard was not announced. The general impression,however, is that the helmet will hereafter
be the head gear of all engaged in the American militaryservice. The subject ot a water and niotli proof
process was presented by a Sew York flrm and attractedlunch attention from members of the Hoard.
The Hoard to-day wilt have before it the question

of shoes. John Kunis sent ins shoes, used in tho
late walking contest, as a model for the Hoard to
take into consideration.

FROM THE PARIS EXPOSITION.
The United 8taton ship Supply and merchant ship

Trltuouutalu arrived two days ago fAsm Havro
freighted with goods *ent from thin country to tho
Paris Kxpositiou laat summer, The former tarried
iMiO packages and the latter tit. Tho ruah of con a
xignoo* to the Custom liouso yeatorday to
iwoar to thoir certificates waa euortuoua.
i'lm arrangements made by Commissioner
[lenernl MoCorruIck greatly facilitated matters.
He issued a certificate to exhibitors or their sgenta
which iiatl to lie presented to the permit clerk iu tho
Custom House, and oath taken that the goods or
srarea wore of American product or manufacture, and
for which UO fees were charged. Captain C. N.
Bracked. special agent of the Treasury, and a liuuiherof other enstoms employe* have linen detailed to
superintend the discharge ot freight from the veoselaanil ita delivery. Few of tho packages will go under
"general order," as nearly all have l>ocn or will ho
L'laimod In tho tiino allowed by law for holding nmr:hsndiscon the dock. The IHiitisl State* ship Constitution,also loaded with exhibit*, which lias put
into Spain with a broken rudder, will not reach bora
Idr six wooks.

THE UNIVER8ITY CLUB.
A special meting of tho revived Vniverslty Clnta

was held at Delmonico'a last evening, a large numberof the newly elected members being In attend- ^
anoo. After an honr spent in conversation tho
president. Mr. O. Baldwin, called tho gentlemen to
order, when two committees wore appointed, tho
one to select a club houm, tho other to prepare a
plan for ita miuiag mtuit.


